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$16.5 Million Verdict
In March 2010, a Florida Circuit Court Judge entered an order  enforcing a jury verdict for one of Westlake Legal Group's corporate clients.  This was the culmination of a case that was begun in 2003.

The trial lasted 11 days and was tried by Tom Plofchan.

 

 

VA Ct of Appeals
Westlake Legal Group's Tom Plofchan was recently successful representing an appellee in front of the Virginia Court of Appeals. See Leake v. Taylor,  Record No. 0737-09-4, 2010 Va. App. LEXIS 126, March 30, 2010.

 

Follow-up Links
www.westlakelegal.com

	Dear Friend,  

Welcome to the Westlake Legal Group Newsletter.  As you know, Westlake Legal Group provides general legal services in a vast number of areas.  This newsletter discusses DUI charges.  Feel free to call us to discuss any legal issue you may have, to include bankruptcy*, family law, general contract issues, real estate settlements/contracts, and criminal/traffic matters. 

Defending a DUI
      The most charged crimes in Virginia are reckless driving and DUI.  Although no one should drive if they are under the influence, certain organizations and local governments have made a concerted effort to arrest and charge people for merely having had one or two drinks and then driving.  Unfortunately, most people do not know that it is possible to successfully defend against the charge of DUI.  To do so, one needs to understand the basic physiology of alcohol consumption and the weaknesses of the techonology often used by prosecutors to prove being under the influence.

      In 2009, the Commonwealth switched from using the Intoxilyzer 5000 to using the EC/IR II for breath testing.  Many in the defense community cynically argue that this was done to aid in convictions as the EC/IR II does not reflect differences in types of alcohol (ethyl- v. methyl-) as well as its predecessor.  Breath test machines also don't differentiate between genders, account for individual body types, or assess actual body temperature.  Most importantly, breath test machines assume that individuals have the same breath to blood ratio, or lung capacity. 

      Because everyone is different, the failure of machines to account for differences in temperature, the amount of body fat or water in a person, and lung capacity means that all DUI convictions based on the numerical results of a breath test machine are based on inaccurate test results.  

      At Westlake Legal Group, we have been able to demonstrate to juries that breath test machines are inaccurate.  In fact, we have shown that machine results as high as .30 were inaccurate and our clients have been properly found not guilty.  Every case is, of course, different and results cannot be guaranteed.  However, if you, a friend, or family member, are faced with such a charge, know that we have the experience to defend you.   

      If you wish to learn more about our approach to criminal defense, access our website at www.westlakelegal.com.  

Next Issue: Bankruptcy*
     In the next issue, we will explain options available to those who have had significant financial troubles.  These options run the course from loans, credit counseling, and workouts to filing for protection under U.S. bankruptcy laws.  

 

     If you can't wait for the next issue, feel free to contact us immediately at justice@westlakelegal.com or give us a call at (703) 406-7616.  Remember, we exist to help people solve problems.  Also feel free to review our website at www.westlakelegal.com for brief discussions on other areas of law.  

 

*WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY.  WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER THE BANKRUPTCY CODE

Remember, all conversations with personnel at Westlake Legal Group are protected by the sanctity of attorney-client privilege.  Call or refer a friend for a free consultation.  

 

Sincerely,
 


Tom Plofchan
Westlake Legal Group 




